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Should you move, 

please send us 

your  new address 

 March 2011 

 

It has been a great two years as your president. There have been so many 

things that O.S.S.O .has accomplished. O.S.S.O. has a website, 

houstonosso@yahoo.com , and O.S.S.O. has a members email list to keep 

our members informed, O.S.S.O. has ratified its bylaws, O.S.S.O. has been 

involved in many fundraisers for officers and their families, O.S.S.O .has 

been involved in many blood drives, O.S.S.O. has given out a record number 

of scholarships, O.S.S.O. has developed an officers relief fund, O.S.S.O. has 

established a mentorship program for young officers in order to help them 

accomplish some of their career goals, O.S.S.O .has joined forces with, held 

joint fundraisers and training classes with the H.P.O.U., T.N.O.A., 

T.X.H.P.O.A., M.A.S.O., and H.C.S.O.. O.S.S.O. is planning a 30 year 

anniversary party for 2011. Happy birthday O.S.S.O.!!!, Who would of 

known that the organization would still be in existence after 30 years.  

There have been key people that have been the authors, the creators, the 

planners for all these accomplishments and I am grateful to have all these 

people. I thank all of our members, who gave me the opportunity to run this 

organization for two years and I thank the members who were involved in 

giving me the next two years to run this wonderful unique police union. I 

promise to try my hardest and work for our members to the greatest extent 

that I can, always striving for better. I see new board members this year 

expressing interest and stepping up to make our organization even better. I 

see many long time members working hard at keeping O.S.S.O. in the know 

for our members and our organization would not be what it is without you, 

our members. God bless the next two years and may we accomplish even 

more.  

Godspeed, your president, Linda Ybanez  

 

Rosalinda R. Ybanez  

Houston Police Department  

Organization of Spanish Speaking Officers (O.S.S.O)  

houstonosso.com 

Rosalinda R. Ybanez 

Houston Police 

Organization of Spanish Speaking Officers 

http://houstonosso.com/
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       OSSO Board of Directors Update 

This information is to inform the membership 

that at our last General Membership meeting in 

February, nominations for the Executive and 

ODD Numbered Board positions from the floor 

were taken. There were no contested board 

positions. Below are the names of the Board of 

Directors which will be sworn in April 2011. 

These Board of Directors will serve a term of 2-

years by acclamation. 

 

     President: Rosalinda “Linda” Ybanez 

 

         Vice President: Cecil Mosqueda 

 

         Treasurer: Jose “ Tony” Saldivar 

 

         Secretary: Michael “Mike” Ybanez 

 

       Board Position #1: Jose “ Joe” Selvera 

 

         Board Position #3: Frank Fernandez 

 

           Board Position #5: Carlos Ayala 

 

Congratulations to the new Board of Directors 

                                           OSSO Directors 
 

                                                         Rosalinda Ybanez 

                                                                President 

                                                       Cell # 832-293-1495 

                                               E-mail: littledonkey@yahoo.com 

 

                                                                                                                                             

Cecil Mosqueda                              Tony Saldivar                     Michael Ybanez 

 Vice-President                                   Treasurer                              Secretary 

 Cell # 713-264-1665                  Cell #  281-236-2362            Cell # 832-752-1841 

 houstonosso@yahoo.com      jsaldivar@comcast.net       littledonkey@yahoo.com 

 

                                                                                                                                         

Ruben Zermino                               Domingo Garcia                Frank Fernandez 

   Director #1                                        v Director #2                       Director #3 

Cell # 713-498-4391                      Cell # 713-632-4289             Cell # 713-823-6790 

rubenzermino@aol.com           medievalknight1@att.net    flore623@hotmail.com 

 

                                                                                                                                           

Gregory R. Henson                        Steve Benavides                          Jeff Gallardo                                                                                                              

      Director #4          Director #5                                 Director #6 

Cell # 281-236-5428                      Cell # 832-381-7305                  Cell # 832-527-1070 

Henson.greg@gmail.com        steveraymond@msn.com       jef15152002@yahoo.com 

 

                                                                                                                                          

Ignacio Aranda                               Jesus „ Jesse „ Sosa              John M. „J.G.‟ Garza 

Parliamentarian                               Sergeant-At-Arms                      Webmaster 

Cell # 281-530-6244                        Cell # 281-787-1944             Cell # 832-875-1377 

iaranda@aol.com                           jsosa1310@msn.com          jghuff3113@aol.com 

                  

Dolores “Dee” Leal                                                              

Events Coordinator 

Cell # 832-605-3645 

  deeleal@aol.com 

                                               Legal Staff 

              

                    Abel Casas Jr.                                                        Mark A. Diaz 

                   Attorney at Law                                                   Attorney-at-Law 

       

                                           713-224-9944      Fax: 713-224-9977 

                                          3935 N. Main Houston, Texas 77009                                                                                                                                         

                 Toll Free: 1-888-821-3030 

Birthdays: 

 Happy Birthday to those who are celebrating their 

birthdays in February!!!!! 

Sidney Veliz, Justo Garcia, Rudy Castaneda ,  

Ruben Leija  had a great little birthday celebration 

and everyone enjoyed fellowship and fun. Happy 

Birthday Ruben.  
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I.F (iffy) Flores Jr. 
cell (713) 598-2156 

iflorsjr@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

February 21, 2011 
 

HPD Class #111                    
 

Dear Classmates, 

 

Would you believe it’s been almost 30 years when we all attended the 

Houston Police Academy back in 1983. It’s hard to believe that we made it 

this far. As for myself, I’m retired. I realized that police work is a young 

person’s game. I’m currently enjoying retirement. My wife and I got 

together with another classmate and we started reminiscing about the 

academy days. We thought about doing something for our 30 years in law 

enforcement. We put our heads together and looked at possibly doing a 

cruise to the Caribbean or Bahamas. It was agreed upon to do this. 

 

What we are looking for is a cruise out of Galveston around June 2013. The 

month we graduated from the police academy. We understand that many of 

you still have children or grandchildren in school. So the month of June 

would be a perfect time to go since school will be out for the summer. 

 

What we are looking for from you is to see if you are interested in going on 

the cruise. There is a travel agent which we will be using to help put this 

thing together. The travel agent works on installment payments until you 

pay your portion of the cruise off. That way it won’t be a hardship when the 

date arrives for the cruise. 

 

Well classmates, sounds like fun. If you are interested in going, please send 

me an E-mail or call me so I can get your e-mails and phone numbers to 

keep you updated. Come one come all, this may possibly be the last time we 

ever do something like this. We went through months of training together; 

let’s have some fun for at least a week together. I would really enjoy seeing 

all of you and your families. It’s my belief that we don’t get older with time, 

we just get better. Hope to hear from you all.   
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Subject: Employment 

Date: Wed, 2 Feb 2011 12:47:56 -0600 

From: Letica.Medel@LogixCom.com 

 

Hello everyone, My company Logix Communications is looking to hire in my department. 
If you know anyone please have them forward their resumes to me. 
I will forward to my boss.  
Everyone know how hard it is now days to get a job so if you know anyone forward this email to them.  
I don't know what the pay is, that will be discuss on interviewing process. 
Responsible for analyzing, testing and trouble-shooting quality of service internet/data issues; Confidently 

providing information & updates to customers experiencing quality of service issues; Working in unison 

with other departments & customer vendors to identify & resolve issues; Maintaining daily log of customers 

requiring follow up; Creating event tickets, maintaining ownership & following through to final resolution; 

Performing proactive customer service; Maintaining accurate records. 

 

Process flows & network documentation; strong understanding of TCP/IP; effective trouble-shooting skills 

for layer one issues & router configurations; ability to configure Adtran, Cisco & Netopia routers; ability to 

configure Linksys, Dlink & Netgear small business routers; understanding of IP routing, VLAN switching 

& IP Sub Netting; strong understanding of NAT, PAT & DHCP configurations, as well as DNS, EMail & 

Web hosting. 

High school diploma or GED required. College degree in Telecommunications preferred. Two years Tele-

communications work experience preferred.  

Thank You  
Leticia Medel  
Data Support 
1-877-673-1868 

leticia.medel@logixcom.com 

  

http://us.mc448.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Letica.Medel@LogixCom.com
http://us.mc448.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=leticia.medel@logixcom.com
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From: Dee Leal, 832 605 3645 

Events & Meetings: 

TNOA 

 

(The next scheduled Regional TNOA Class will be held sometime in April 2011. Questions concerning training should be directed to 

Dee Leal at 832 605 3645 or via email deeleal@aol.com.   

Regional TNOA Membership questions should be directed to HPD Officer Diana Bocanegra at  

The 2011 State TNOA Conference will be held August 15-18 in South Padre Island. Please visit the website for further information 

concerning the training. www.aol.com 

  

 

Calendar of Events: 

 

 

OSSO Election Meeting  

To be held February 9th at 11:30 a.m. You must be present to run for a board position. 

  

HPROA (Houston Police Retired Officers Association) meeting on Thursday, February 10th at 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at 607 E. 

Whitney, Houston Texas 

We welcome new members. For membership questions contact Dee  Leal ( 832) 605 3645 or check for application on the website. If 

you are in drop you are eligible to apply, you do not have to be retired yet. Great benefits and fellowship.  

OSSO HOSTS Successful BBQ Fundraiser 

 For 2 Year Old Elias Hernandez 

WE NEED YOUR  CONTINUED SUPPORT 

Baby Elias has been diagnosed with a rare lung disease and when OSSO Special Events Coordinator, Dee Leal was asked to help host 

a fundraiser on his behalf there was no hesitation on behalf of OSSO President Rosalinda Ybanez who immediately gave her blessings. 

  

OSSO hosted a successful BBQ Fundraiser to help out this wonderful Family on January 22, 2011. The event took place at JD’s Sports 

Bar & Billiards, 850 McKee, Houston, Texas 77002.  Thank you to owner, Juan Jose DeLeon, and his brothers Fidel and David. A 

special thanks to Carolyn who also volunteered to work the day of the event and did a great job bartending.  Owner Juan and his 

brothers, invite everyone to  come  out to their bar and for those interested in booking a party just reach out to him at 713 225-1223 or 

on face book, JDS Sports Houston. They have a Thursday night Steak night and their house DJ is Lumbre.  

 This BBQ Fundraiser allowed for fellowship and fun. The area was festive covered in red and white table cloths and balloons. Face 

painting was done on sight. The guest of honor appeared for a short time and was seen running around and having a wonderful time. 

He even got his face painted. 

 Meanwhile, DJ Music played by” Juanio”  kept everyone motivated. He can be reached at 832 860-2799 for future events. Thank you 

so much. 

 

OSSO would like to thank the many individuals, family, friends, co-workers, good citizens, sponsors, etc who donated their time and 

money to support this worthwhile cause. The family, Angie Hernandez is (Houston Police Federal Credit Union) employee and her 

husband Elias Hernandez and their family did a wonderful job in this set up. 

We are planning to host a raffle to offer continued support to this wonderful family. Please check out face book and the OSSO website 

for upcoming details.  All proceeds go towards his medical expenses. 

 

Special Thanks to:  

 

The  HPD OSSO President, Linda Ybanez, her sister and daughter, Matilda Falcon and Rachel Rodriguez,  OSSO Treasurer, Tony 

Saldivar, OSSO member Diana Bocanegra and her cousin Eloise, OSSO members Ernest Leal and his wife Dee Leal. Officer Jose 

Selvera and Steve Benavides for being the first to purchase tickets for this event. 

HPROA members who made their donations at their monthly meeting included, EJ Smith, Mike Walker, Stefanie Leonard, Charles 

Brenham, Victor and Margaret Landa, Bruce Johnson, Joe Bankston, Donnie White, and Nelson Foehner .  

A special thanks out to Krystal with the HPOU for all her hard work, HPOU President Gary Blankenship, HPOU Board of Director, 

Mike Hamby, and his cooking team, Stanley Holmes and Mike Nickson. The briskets were excellent. Special thanks to Center Point 

Energy for their wonderful support. Special thanks to Los Carnales President, Mark Leija and his chapter members were also very 

instrumental in making this fundraiser a success. 

  

  

  

mailto:deeleal@aol.com
http://www.aol.com
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Additional Volunteers: 

 Edward Pastano,  JT, Steve, Robert Torres, Chuko Garza, Rick Contreras, Edgar Salazar, Christine Sibaja, Ernest Sibaja, Ana 

Contreras, Eloise, Christine Acazar, Yvonne Salinas, Rick Salinas, Arelene  Riojas, Hector Riojas, Lisa Hernandez and Jose 

Hernandez, Brenda Nicholson, Julie Nicholson, Rosa Leal and Marcus Leal, Lydia and Robert Posada, Pepe, Gloria, Troy and 

Richard, Richard and Cecilia Hurtado, Jackie Romo, Lisa Garza, Darlene Prestwood, Dora and Elias Hernandez, Sandra and 

Diana Nambo, Yvonne Santiallna and Joseph and Christina Castillo. 

Remember DONATIONS may still be mailed to the HPOU Building C/O Dee Leal   

 1602 State Street Houston Texas  77007. 

Questions: Contact Dee Leal 

 Cell: 832 605 3645 or via email deeleal@aol.com 

  

Make all checks payable to Elias Hernandez C/O Angie Hernandez.  All proceeds go towards his medical expenses. 

 OSSO Continues to help out the Community 

Please support and attend a BBQ Fundraiser at Hefley‟s Sports bar 

Date: Friday February 18th  

 138 West Gray 

Houston, Texas 77019    Begins at 8:00p.m. 

Please see attached flyer for the details… 

Reminder: Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Cook Off’s begins Wednesday February 23rd. 

I sent you the flyer for Road Kill (LPOA) I think Roy Garivey’s  Team….. 

 

HPOU EDUCATION FAIR: 

Thursday, February 24th, HPOU and OSSO  will host an Education Fair at the HPOU to help all HPD Officers pursue their 

college education.  For questions please contact Mary Young at 281 773-5966 or Dee Leal at 832 605 3645.  

You‟re Invited to the HPROA Rodeo  Round-up Reunion 

Date: Saturday February 26, 2011 

Time: 10:00a.m.-2:00p.m. 

Lunch: 12:00 Noon 

All  Active and Retired HPD Officers and their guests are welcomed. It is only $10.00 per person. BBQ will be served for lunch 

and fellowship to follow. If you are in drop you may apply for membership. 

 PAC Reception  

Date: Thursday March 31, 2011 

Time: 6:00p.m.- 8:00p.m. 

Location: HPOU 1602 State Street 

A meet and greet reception honoring  Houston’s Chief of Police and Command Staff.   For questions call Dee Leal  832 605 3645. 

This reception offers an opportunity for the citizens and community leaders to meet with the police department personnel.  

HPD OSSO Scholarships: 

Please remove the 2010 Scholarship from the website. 2011 Scholarship Application will be sent to you to download very soon. 

Thanks. 

Modify the committee members section .  Macario A. Sosa  Houston Police Sergeant, Retired 

Add Jose A. Selvera, Houston Police Officer, Retired right after Mac’s name please. 

The Bear News 

Family & Friends & Extended Families  

Retired HPD Officer Steve Benavides underwent surgery on January 20 2011. He is out and at home. He is not able to speak 

according to his wife Donna but he is recovering slowly and showing improvement daily. She thanks everyone for the calls of 

concerns. 

MASO Member Humberto Barrera took a little time off to make sure his lovely wife Jessica Barrera was feeling better after her 

recent surgery. She is out of the hospital and at home recovering slowly. Please keep them in your prayers.  

OSSO  Treasurer, Tony Saldivar’s brother has just recently lost his left foot. Please keep Oscar “Roy” Saldivar  and  his  family in 

your prayers. 

President Rosalinda Ybanez Aunt has passed on. Funeral  arrangements are still pending. Our prayers are with you and your 

family.  

OSSO Secretary Mike Ybanez was admitted to Herman Hospital and underwent gall bladder surgery. His wife Linda reports he is 

out and at home recovering.   

OSSO Member Joe Vega reports his grandmother has passed and he is working on funeral arrangements. Please keep hi s family 

in your prayers 

Past President, Justo Garcia reported that his wife Lucy was just in the hospital with a herniated disk in her back and she is back 

at home recovering. Please keep this family in your prayers 

mailto:deeleal@aol.com
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Think About It 
 

 

 

 

 

Just recently, an OSSO member had a family member in an area hospital battling for her life. She was life 

support and very ill. Some family members wanted her taken off life support to let her go in peace, while 

others did not want to do that. When I was listening to this member, I started remembering back in 2003 

when my father was going through the same thing. He was intubated at the time and very sick. I           

remember him pointing to his breathing tube wanting me to remove it. As I looked at him I was thinking 

to myself, what happened to the rock of our family. I remember him being my protector when I was 

growing up. He was a very strong man. He served in the Army for over thirty years. He was a very     

honorable man. When I saw him there, I realized that he was helpless and I was now going to be the head 

of the household because I was the oldest. That scared me, my brothers and mother and all the              

siblings were going to look to me for answers. We had a meeting with the doctor and all my family  

members including my uncles and aunts were there. I asked the doctor that my father had suffered too 

many strokes and needed help to breath, he no longer woke up after the last stroke. I asked the doctor if 

my father was in pain, and were we delaying the inevitable. He said that my father was in pain and that 

there was no hope for him. The doctor told me that the tube was keeping him alive. So I made the most 

difficult decision of my life, I cried and told the doctor to remove the tubes and give him a morphine 

patch and allow him to go peacefully. He passed away the next day. I honored my father and gave him a 

military funeral with an honor guard, taps was played. My son served as a pallbearer dressed in his Army 

Class A uniform. My father was buried in his military uniform.  

 

Those of you that have not seen the movie Kevin Costner made called the “Field of Dreams”, you need 

to watch it. The last scene was Costner taking to his deceased father a ghost, who appeared on the ball 

field, Costner asked his father if he wanted to have catch baseball, which his father said that he would 

like that. Every time I see that scene I tear up because my father and I use to do that. I just have so many 

fond memories of my father and I miss him every day. 

 

The point I’m trying to make is that I’m now the head of the household. If the decision ever had to be 

made to have me taken off life support, it should not be left in the hands of my children. To this day I 

know I made the right decision but I hate myself for having to do that. I know that some of my family 

members are still angry at me. I really don’t blame them. 

 

What you need to consider is having a “WILL” and a “LIVING WILL” made for both the husband and 

wife. A “WILL” will allow the family to keep all that you have left them, if no “WILL” is made, the 

state can get their hands on some of your property. A “LIVING WILL”  tells the doctors that if there is 

no hope for survival, then do not resuscitate or keep you alive with tubes as per your instructions from the 

“LIVING WILL”. You can contact an attorney either with OSSO or HPOU to help you draft one. Don’t 

leave the hard decisions to your family, make it for yourself. 

 

By: I.F. (iffy) Flores Jr. 

  



 

Page 8  Organizat ion of  Spanish Speaking Off icers  

alumni profiles | Laraine Saldivar Gillespie 

For believers in fate, there 

is no such thing as mere 
coincidence. When Laraine 
Saldivar Gillespie, Bachelor 
of Science in Business with a 
concentration in Management 
(BSB/M) ‟05, saw a television 
segment about Habitat for 
Humanity on the local news, 
she knew she had finally found 
her opportunity to make a real 
contribution to her community. 
Previously, Gillespie had spent several 
years in the real estate industry where she 
saw first-hand how owning a residence 
could make all the difference to a family. 
“This made home ownership important 
to me,” says Gillespie. “I have a heart for 
people who want to put down roots and 
find a stable place for their children.” 
Today, she‟s helping people do just that in 
her role spearheading Habitat‟s Women 

Build program. 
 
Time to give back 
After that fateful day watching the local                          
news, Gillespie immediately contacted 
Habitat to learn more. “I went to a meeting 
and fell in love with the program,” she 
remembers. I thought, „what a great way 
for women to get involved in something.‟” 
She quickly became involved in the 
organization, whose mission is to provide 
simple, decent, affordable housing to lowincome 
families. Women Build is one of 
Habitat‟s volunteer programs designed to 
get women involved so they can become 
advocates for affordable housing in their 
areas. “It is an international effort, and 
there are chapters all over the U.S.,” says 
Gillespie. Although Women Build was 
created to attract female volunteers, 
Gillespie stresses that the group never 
excludes anyone, regardless of gender. 
“We are happy to take anyone‟s money or 
time,” she laughs. 
 

http://www.phxfocus.com/2010-10/alumni-saldivar_gillespie.html 

Women  

Building Dreams 
 

Laraine Saldivar Gillespie, BSBM‟05, 
works with habitat for humanities' 

women build programs 
 
 

OSSO Treasurer Tony Saldivar 
Daughter.  

  

http://www.phxfocus.com/2010-10/alumni-saldivar_gillespie.html
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Finding her niche 
When Gillespie began working with 
Women Build, her sales experience made 
her a perfect fit for donation solicitation. 
She would call local companies during 
her workday or in the evenings to request 
gifts of materials or services. “I have 
always been fortunate to have worked for 
companies that realize the importance of 
volunteering and let me do these things,” 
she says. 
 
After a few months, the chair of Women 
Build called Gillespie and asked her to take 
over her post. Despite her full-time job 
and family commitments, she was thrilled 
to accept the offer. She set to work raising 
the $55,000 necessary to build a house— 
with a match from Habitat and donated 
materials—and recruiting the volunteers 
required to do the work. 
“I‟m not very handy,” Gillespie admits, 
“but I visited the construction site about 
once per month. The homeowner was 
always out there, and it reminds you why 
you are doing what you are doing.” In fact, 
recipients of Habitat homes are required 
to put 400 hours of sweat equity into the 
project. “If they can‟t do manual labor, 
they can work in the office or in Habitat‟s 
retail outlet, ReStore,” explains Gillespie. 
“They also can speak at our events.” 
For her part, Gillespie sticks to her 
strengths: fundraising. She credits her 
University of Phoenix education with 
preparing her for her role as chair of 
Women Build. “My business management 
degree was really about leadership skills 
and motivating people to take action,” says 
Gillespie, “It all comes back to managing 
people, but just in a different way.” 

 

Gaining perspective 
In the middle of her Women Build project, 
Gillespie was laid off from her job the week 
of Thanksgiving. She had committed to 
volunteer at the construction site that day 
but didn‟t want to go. She went anyway, 
hoping the work would be a distraction 
from her troubles. She was on the roof 
with the homeowner, who was cheerfully 
working despite his hardships. “He was 
so sweet and happy and was 
joking around,” recalls Gillespie. 
“I thought, „I don‟t have anything 
to worry about. I didn‟t lose my 
spouse and don‟t have a disabled 
child like he does.‟ That really put 
things into perspective for me.” 
After a few months, Gillespie found a 
new job working in community relations 
for a local university. During her several 
weeks of unemployment, she focused 
on her volunteering and fundraising 
for Women Build. She and her team of 
volunteers finished the house in the spring 
of 2010, the first from her local Women 
Build chapter in more than ten years. The 
satisfaction of seeing the homeowner 
in his new home was all the payment 
she needed. “He was so excited and 
appreciative,” says Gillespie. “Because he 
put all that sweat equity into the house, 
he has such a pride of ownership.” 
While many volunteers suffer from 
burnout after a large project like this, 
Gillespie has no plans to slow down. In 
fact, she will serve as a newly-elected 
local Habitat board member, and remain 
chair of Women Build with the goal of 
building at least one house each year. 
Volunteering plays such a key role 
in her life that Gillespie encourages 
everyone she meets to get involved in 
their communities. “It‟s time to stop 
worrying so much about ourselves,” she 
emphasizes. “Find something you are 
passionate about and give something, 
someway, somehow—even if it is just a 
dollar or an hour of time.” 
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