
Houston PoliceHouston PoliceHouston Police   

Organization of Spanish Organization of Spanish Organization of Spanish 
Speaking OfficersSpeaking OfficersSpeaking Officers   

   THE “BEAR” NEWS 

President’s Corner 1 

OSSO Scholarship Info 2 

Texas Police Games Info 2 

OSSO Blood Drive  
Pictures 

2 

Editor’s Note 2 

Election Results 3 

Back Page Logo 4 

  

Website: houstonosso.com 

The content of the articles 
in this publication reflect 
each author’s opinion or 
view.     

The author’s opinions or 
views do not necessarily 
reflect the view(s) of the 
Houston Police Organiza-
tion of Spanish Speaking 
Officers. 

NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER 

Email: housonosso@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Should you move, 

please send us your  

new address 

Ph. No. 713-426-9091 

Dear O.S.S.O. Members, 
 

Since the day I took office for this great organization, I have thanked God many times over for this extraordinary experience 

and privilege that I have been allowed to partake on in my life. I thank you the members for allowing me to take over the 
wheel of our organization. I thank all the members that I know I can count on for help and guidance as this is a job in which 

it takes many in a combined effort to carefully help this organization grow. This is definitely one for my “bucket list”. 

 
In the first year of my presidency I have made it a goal to put O.S.S.O.’s name out in the public realm so that O.S.S.O. 

would be considered a reference for the media when important issues that affect our department are in the news, i.e. 287G, 

Immigration and H.P.D. , the lack of spanish speakers in the department. I think we are really making ground in that aspect, 
I feel that if O.S.S.O. doesn’t put itself out in the publics eye when important issues come about O.S.S.O. will be skipped 

for comment and therefore be forgotten. In my opinion O.S.S.O. is a force to be reckoned with, especially as we grow in 

numbers and become stronger. 
 

O.S.S.O. has been a key involvement for our officers who have been slain in the line of duty or who have died unexpect-

edly, our hearts and sympathies go out to them and their families and we stand ready to continue our assistance in any and 
many ways.  Recently, we had an O.S.S.O. supporter, David Torres (retired DEA) who suggested that O.S.S.O. hold a fund-

raiser for the Canales kids college funds and O.S.S.O. did it. Houston Astros player Wandy Rodriguez and Assistant Coach 

Jose Cruz Sr. came to dine with the Canales kids at Cyclone Anayas.  The players signed memorabilia for the kids and 
O.S.S.O. so that a silent auction could be conducted at a later date. It was a huge success and the owners of Cyclone Anayas 

donated to O.S.S.O. two one hundred-dollar gift certificates for auction as well. Thanks to the crew at Cyclone Anayas and 

David Torres who planned the whole event. 
 

I was asked to make appearances at the National Hispanic Professionals Organization and I handed out my O.S.S.O. cards to 

everyone and developed a few contacts, thanks to Ben Mendez. O.S.S.O. encourages all of our members to get involved 
with that organization as they help to develop your leadership skills through education. I made an appearance at a couple of 

fundraisers put on by Los Carnales motor cycle club North side chapter and at the request of Hector Riojas and Mark Leija, 
President of that chapter or shall I say El Profe y Mopar. It was a wonderful cause, raising funds and providing essentials for 

the veterans that live in a halfway house downtown along with the first annual “Fallen Officers” benefit in the Bay Area 

with LCMC Prez Tweedy. I attended my regular meeting at the Mayors Hispanic Advisory Board and was proudly intro-
duced as the first Hispanic female in the State of Texas to be the leader of a major police union.  I attended a press confer-

ence with Gary Blankinship regarding Sheila Jackson Lee’s announcement on the City’s stance regarding 287G program. I 

did an interview with La Voz and El Dia in July regarding the FBI’s recent approval of the 287G program here in the city of 
Houston. I spoke with the Chronicle regarding my position on the 287G program, the Rick Salter shooting and the recent 

death of Henry Canales. I have done several interviews and a video on chron.com regarding the need for more spanish 

speakers/bilingual officers in our department. 
 

In between all of this, I still work full time and overtime in my new position in the Narcotics Division and take phone calls 

from members who need help with issues within the department and who are calling to give me updates on their current 
issues and run a family with six kids, three who are in college and four grandkids. I have many loyal supporters who help 

me with all of this in just a moment’s notice, usually just a phone call away. I am indebted to you all and you know who you 

are. Meanwhile, I have appointed Dee Leal as chair to my Scholarship committee and Events coordinator and she is doing 
an awesome job. I have also appointed Iffy Flores Chair to my Constitutional review committee and he is developing his 

committee who will work on the ratification of our organizations bylaws and hopefully this task will be done in 2010. I have 

appointed Domingo Garcia Chair to my own Special Issues Committee which handles all complaints or issues that our 
members encounter and struggle with in their carriers and he is doing an exemplary job. Domingo Garcia is also chair to my 

Recruiting committee and although rocky at first has helped recruit over 80 people in the last few months. Of course Do-

mingo has had help with his staff which includes me, Frances Dominguez-Eads, Greg Henson, Diana Bocanegra, Michael 
Ybanez, Israel Garcia, Frank Fernandez, Leaot Villareal, Juan Martinez and new addition Joey Vega who provided  
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OSSO Directors 
 

Rosalinda Ybanez 

President 

Cell # 832-293-1495 

E-mail: littledonkey@yahoo.com 

 

 Cecil Mosqueda                              Tony Saldivar                     Michael Ybanez 

  Vice-President                                  Treasurer                              Secretary 

Cell # 713-264-1665                       Cell #  281-236-2362            Cell # 832-752-1841 

houstonosso@yahoo.com            jsaldivar@comcast.net       littledonkey@yahoo.com 

 

 Ruben Zermino                              Domingo Garcia                Frank Fernandez 

    Director #1                                      Director #2                           Director #3 

Cell # 713-498-4391                      Cell # 713-632-4289             Cell # 713-823-6790 

rubenzermino@aol.com           medievalknight1@att.net    flore623@hotmail.com 

 

 Gregory R. Henson                       Steve Benavides                         Jeff Gallardo                                                                                                              

     Director #4          Director #5                               Director #6 

Cell # 281-236-5428                      Cell # 832-381-7305                  Cell # 832-527-1070 

 Henson.greg@gmail.com        steveraymond@msn.com        jeff15152002@yahoo.com 

 

Ignacio Aranda                              Jesus ‘ Jesse ‘ Sosa           John M. ‘J.G.’ Garza 

Parliamentarian                              Sergeant-At-Arms                    Webmaster 

Cell # 281-530-6244                        Cell # 281-787-1944            Cell # 832-875-1377 

iaranda@aol.com                           jsosa1310@msn.com          jghuff3113@aol.com 

 

                                                             Legal Staff 

                                           

                  Abel Casas Jr.                                                       Mark A. Diaz 

                 Attorney at Law                                                   Attorney-at-Law 

                               

                                           713-224-9944      Fax: 713-224-9977 

                                           3935 N. Main Houston, Texas 77009 

                                                    Toll Free: 1-888-821-3030 
Editor’s Note: Due to the increase 

in postage, the Newsletter will  now 

be placed on the OSSO website.  

Just a  Reminder 

 

This years Texas Police Athletic           

Federation Games will be taking place in 

Brownsville, Texas. 

 

Hosted by: Brownsville Police Dept. 

June 16th-20th, 2010 

 

For further details visit website:  

texaspolicegames.org 

The 2010 OSSO Scholarship is currently posted on houstonosso.com. It’s (3) pages in length, qualifications for the applicant 

are listed on the form. You can download the application off the website.  

 

Applications for scholarship should be submitted to HPD O.S.S.O. Scholarship Committee Member at 10807 Jones Road 

PMB#173, Houston, Texas 77065. Applications should be mailed and post marked no later than May 14th, 2010. Applica-

tions received in any other manner including electronic e-mails will not be accepted. For further questions you may contact 

Dee Leal at  (832) 605- 3645 or via email deeleal@aol.com.  

Houston City Council Member Mike Sullivan 

OSSO Blood Drive 

mailto:deeleal@aol.com
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free T-shirts for some of the graduating classes.  John “JG” Garza recently agreed to take over the website and in just one 20 minute tutoring 

session redesigned the site and is doing an awesome job! JG has also been appointed to position #1 in the HPOU at my recommendation and he 

will liaison between us, we are very proud of him. Check out our website at houstonosso.com . Diana Bocanegra took on the task of planning a 

“visit to the Houston Race park” to see Henry Canales son, Henry Jr. do his first race without his beloved dad. Diana thought it would be nice to 

have as many H.P.D. supporters there as possible so she joined forces with Joe Vega who made supporter t-shirts for those who attended the race. 

 

We recently endorsed Rick Rodriguez for an at large city counsel position #1 and many others are waiting in line to bide for our endorsement. I 

spoke with Annise Parker and Gene Locke and Peter Brown and others who are running for political positions in Houston.   We have been in-

volved in collaboration with M.A.S.O. and it’s president Albert Rivera and have united with them in efforts to help not only H.P.D. officers but 

HCSO brothers as well i.e. Bill of Rights.  We collaborate with T.H.P.O.A. , F.O.P. , A.P.O.L. and the H.P.O.U.  in efforts to unite all our offi-

cers no matter the differences at times but that we all have a common goal, the betterment of the welfare’s and futures of the officers we repre-

sent. 

 

Please read our website from time to time, it was developed for you. It has all upcoming events listed in case you want to socialize with O.S.S.O. 

members or officers, agencies or clubs affiliated with us. It also has a link to HCSO’s extra job hotline. We post pictures of recent events at-

tended by members so you know where O.S.S.O. has been and what we are doing. If you an O.S.S.O. member want to throw a “shout out” on the 

website for an upcoming event or party send us a short email, which can be done directly through the website. We will only put out a newsletter 

maybe twice a year now since we are trying to get into the electronic age but we will post quarterly newsletters on the website for your reading. 

We welcome your suggestions and hope to hear new ideas from you, our membership. 

 

I would like to see O.S.S.O. get more political in our future, in doing this we will attract attention and become recognized, in a city with a popu-

lation of 42% Hispanic’s I believe this is an important issue. O.S.S.O. needs representatives to visit the House of Representatives in Austin when 

they are in session. It’s absurd that O.S.S.O. is rarely contacted for input into political sources, media sources and community sources, we need to 

change that.  O.S.S.O. should also get back into the community and volunteerism to put ourselves out there so that the communities we work in 

will get to know us and understand that we care. 

 

I see so many new faces with O.S.S.O. and can actually envision O.S.S.O.’s future, a more diverse future with new and talented board members 

and participating members. I see people like Diana Bocanegra, Mark Leija, John Garza, Joe Vega, Rick Resendiz and Hector Riojas renewing 

their interests in O.S.S.O. I see new younger and talented members as our future like Juan Martinez, Greg Henson, Jennifer Medel, Robert 

Medel, Leaot Villareal, Marco Loera, Sol Thomas and I am so very proud of them and cant wait to see what they bring to O.S.S.O.’s table in 

terms of improving our organization. I encourage them to run for board positions or become committee chairs. I am so happy and proud to see 

these younger O.S.S.O. members begin participation in our great organization. O.S.S.O. has always put out over achievers such as Sheriff Adrian 

Garcia, Councilman Edward Gonzalez, former President Rick Rodriguez, U.S. Marshall over the southern district of Texas Art Contreras, Jess 

Garza, John and Elma Trevino…. Hey where are the women? Come on ladies, game on…I think the women in this organization are the real do-

ers. Every time a woman in this organization puts her mind to doing something many things get done, i.e. Dee Leal, Frances Dominguez-Eads. 

 

I need volunteers! Please call me or email me, I need help with designing OSSO’s first challenge coin and t-shirts, caps, koozies, etc. I need 

someone to contact local businesses so that they will invest in ads so that we may expand the O.S.S.O. newsletter virtually free of O.S.S.O. 

funds. I need people to help organize O.S.S.O. events, our Christmas party for example. I need an O.S.S.O. spouse to organize a support group 

that will meet regularly to help with scholarship fundraisers and other O.S.S.O. events. I need our retired members to step up and help out with 

fundraisers and supporting the new members with wisdom and guidance. I need talented volunteers for our Special Issues committee people who 

are not afraid to ask the question “why?” in this department.  I need a reliable trustworthy person to step up and become our treasurer, as Tony 

now wants to retire. I need someone to step up and give Mike Ybanez a break in our secretary’s position, he has held this post for at least four 

years with no one challenging the position. I need someone to step up in Steve Benavides board position since he has announced his retirement of 

his board position.  Will any of these tasks be easy? Hmmm, sometimes… most of the time. Will you have to come to meetings? only 10 a year 

and one retreat. Will you have to be involved with all O.S.S.O. events? Only those of your choosing. Most importantly, will you benefit from it? 

Most definitely, you and our members and many other police officers of all races, creeds, colors, and unions.  O.S.S.O. has always made a differ-

ence for all officers and as HPOU President Gary Blankinship puts it, we are the checks and balances for the big union.  God Speed. 

 

Rosalinda R. Ybanez, Your O.S.S.O. President 

Continued from Front Page 

Election Results 2010 

 

Domingo Garcia Board of Director #2   (Winner)                          Greg Henson Board of Director #4  (Winner) 

John Garza Board of Director #6  (Winner) 

 

All Six Constitutional Amendments passed unanimously and will go into effect April 7, 2010 at the first General 

Membership Meeting. 

 

Congratulations to the winners. 
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