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Should you move, 

please send us 

your  new address 

Que Onda? 

 
What is O.S.S.O. up to? Well, O.S.S.O. is always evolving no matter who is in charge? Former 
President Rick Rodriguez began a goal of forming a sisterhood/brotherhood with M.A.S.O. 
(Mexican American Sheriffs Officers Association) and I continued with that goal. M.A.S.O. has 
helped O.S.S.O. become more political and has brought O.S.S.O. into that political mix. 
M.A.SO. President Albert Rivera along with his V.P. Luis Figueroa and the M.A.S.O. board has 
welcomed O.S.S.O. to its meetings for mentorship/fellowship regarding their own scholarship 
program and other input. I have enjoyed the support and camaraderie that has developed 
between our organizations along with the (T.X.H.P.O.A.) Texas Hispanic Peace Officers Associ-
ation supporting both organizations along the way. I have had the privilege of meeting new 
people in the same game as O.S.S.O. A surprising and delightful partnership was developed 
with H.P.O.U. President Gary Blankinship who has key termed the smaller organizations as 
“the checks and balances”. Gary has donated to many of O.S.S.O. causes this year and last 
year and is always available to consult with O.S.S.O. members and myself. I attend most of 
the H.P.O.U.’s monthly meetings and Gary has introduced me on several occasions to the 
membership highlighting blood drives, the O.S.S.O. cookbook and benefits for officers from 
all our sister organizations. Meeting the other union leaders and conferring with them has 
been an honor and a great educational experience for me. Dean Goodrich, H.P.P.U. President 
is always on hand for advice, as is Mitch Ruffin A.P.O.L. President and Ed Lem, President to 
the Houston Police Association of Asian Pacific. 
 
I love the oldies but goodies; at least that’s what I call them. Who are they? The longtime 
O.S.S.O. members regenerating their energies into our organization. O.S.S.O. webmaster and 
H.P.O.U. Board Position #1 dual member John “JG” Garza. John has been a Godsend in taking 
over the website for me when I took over the Presidency and doing a great job.  Iffy and 
Becky Flores overseers of the master members list for O.S.S.O. and many times the news-
letter along with other duties. I don’t think I can remember a time when Iffy or Becky has said 
no to me. Becky is Iffy’s wife and is not a police officer but has given so much of her time to 
O.S.S.O. that she really should be an honorary member. She is the technical person in our 

 Jorge Gaytan, former O.S.S.O. President has decided to get involved again and take over 

the newsletter and help JG out with the revision of the website. He has so many wonderful 

new ideas for O.S.S.O. and he has met with me on a couple of occasions in order to make 

sure I know the history of O.S.S.O. Mark Leija and Hector Riojas, Carnales (LCMC) Prez 

and VP have begun participation in O.S.S.O. all over again, they serve as a great source of 

wisdom for me and of course O.S.S.O. plans on doing something with the Carnales in the 

future whether it be a fundraiser or a party, we will do some function together as O.S.S.O. 

has the Carnales support. Like Hector says, “ I got your back always, mommas.”  It’s great 

to see people rebirthing in O.S.S.O.  

Continued on Page 5 
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                              THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED ON BUT ARE NOT FORGOTTEN.......REST IN                   

       PEACE: 

                                   HPD OSSO WILL KEEP YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN OUR PRAYERS  
 
Kimberley Ann Smith, wife of Sergeant Joseph M. Smith assigned to the Auto Theft Division 

passed on May 5, 2010. 
Retired Police Officer Edward L Jordan retired on April 4, 1978 and passed on Friday May 7, 

2010. He is survived by daughter Mary Rogers and son Louis Jordan of Houston, Texas. 
Theresa Jeannette Campbell De Foor Burleson passed on May 5, 2010. She is the mother of Retired As-

sistant Chief Jerry W. De Foor. 

Infant Ronald Fotenot Jr., 4 months passed on May 10, 2010. He is the son of Officer Ronald Fotenot and 

Officer Latoya Brooks. 

Jose A Cejas, passed May 15, 2010. He is the father of Evidence Technician Jose A Cejas Jr. assigned to 

the Traffic Enforcement Division 

Clyde Douglas Johnson passed on Saturday, May 15, 2010 Uncle of Police Officer Paul L Singleton Jr. 

assigned to Human Service and Latreece Singleton assigned to Identification Division. 

 

Albert “Butch” Braziel passed on Mon-

day, May 17, 2010. He is the brother 

of Senior Office Assistant Daisy A 

Aboyoni of Burglary & Theft Divi-

sion. 

Carol Joseph Thomas passed May 17, 

2010. He is the father of Officer 

Christopher L. Thomas, assigned to 

IAH Airport.  

Retired Lt. Victor G Gutierrez passed on 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 survived by 

wife Angelita Gutierrez, two sons 

Special Agent Robert V Gutierrez 

and Secret Service Rene Servantes, 

two daughters, Jennifer Eicholpz and 

Jacqueline Holcomb. 

HPD Officer assigned to the North Shep-

herd Division Eydelman Mani 

passed away from injuries sustained 

while responding to a call on duty; 

Wednesday, May 19,2010. He is sur-

vived by his wife, Monica Mani and 

their three year old son Eydelman 

Mani Jr. 

Barbara J. King passed Saturday May 23, 

2010 Mother of Marcus B. King, 

Southeast Division. 
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The Immigration Issue 
 

 

 

Editor’s Opinion: 
 

 

Recently Arizona passed and immigration bill allowing Law Enforcement the right to determine your immigration sta-

tus. Most Law Enforcement agencies throughout the country tells it’s officers not to check if someone is here legally or 

illegally. The immigrants are required to have papers saying I’m a citizens. Let me remind you that the U.S Government 

allows you the right to ask anyone their immigration status. The passing of the law is redundant. The Arizona law also 

allows people to file a lawsuit against the officers that asks your legal status if he does not have probable cause to stop 

you. How ridiculous is that portion of the law. Remember the Federal Government protects you against those kinds of 

lawsuits.  

 

Recently the mayor of Los Angeles refused to allow several of it’s officers to attend a Law Enforcement Conference in 

Arizona because of the law. How Childish and petty of that individual. Recently the President of Mexico criticized          

President Obama over the bill, and Obama agreed with him. How dare they. If you are caught in Mexico illegally , you 

are confined in a Mexican jail for two years. How would you like to sit in a Mexico jail for two years. Every country I 

visited, I had to show my passport in order to get a hotel room, including Mexico. The President of Mexico needs to wor-

ry about the Murders by the Drug Cartels in his country and stay out of our business.  

 

Now I just recently heard that a member of the Houston City Council wants to eliminate bilingual pay for it’s officers. 

Let me remind that Council Member that it’s officers only receive $150.00 a month to translate. When I joined the               

Houston Police Department many years ago, I was asked if I spoke and read and wrote a foreign language. The contract 

never said that I was required to speak the language in order to get hired. It was more of a plus for the department. This 

was all before bilingual pay. Now they want to do away with that. How idiotic is that proposal at this time.  I want to ask 

that City Council Member, would you rather pay a college translator $150.00 and hour or your officers $150.00 a month.                 

Economics is the word for you. 

 

Now I hear that a lawmaker in Arizona is trying to pass a bill that if your child is born in the United States and your  

parents are illegal, you are not given citizenship even though you are born here. Under the Constitution, if you are born 

in the United States, YOU ARE A U.S. CITIZEN PERIOD !!! When I served in the armed forces, I served to protect 

those rights, and I will fight for those rights. If I drive through Arizona, am I required to have my passport with me   

because I have a Hispanic surname even though I was born here. Doesn’t make sense. If you want to make sure if a 

persons status is legal, then have a standardize drivers license issued by the government in which Law Enforcement can 

check easily. That way I will not need to have a passport on me.  

 

My point is this. I support immigration reform. I understand ever since (911) we need to beef up and stay vigilant for 

terrorist activity. I support that. I’m the kind of person that will stand in front of you to fight to protect our citizens. I 

love my country. The problem is not with the hard working immigrants who are just trying to make a living for their 

families. The problem is with the idiot drug dealers and the fighting at the border. Not the hard working immigrants. 

The Arizona  law was passed out of anger. I understand that a rancher was killed by immigrants conducting illegal activ-

ity. That’s the problem with the border. Also illegal immigrants that commit crimes in the United States should be dealt 

with as well. The problem is the border. When we have a problem with our pipes at home, we call a plumber not a police  

Officer. When we have an air condition problem, we call an air condition repairman and not a baker. When you got an 

illegal immigration problem, talk with illegal immigrants and get their help stopping the flow into this country. As long 

as there is a demand for drugs in this country, then you will still have a problem with the borders.  Al-Quaida is the  

Enemy not the hard working immigrants. 

 

 

 

By: I.F. (iffy) Flores Jr. 
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Your 2010 OSSO Scholarship Committee    

   Hard at Work 

            Congrats to  the 2010 Recipients 

The HPD OSSO Scholarship Committee received 18 Scholarship Applications. The 
committee met and selected the following individuals as the final 2010 Scholarship 
Recipients. Again, it was a very tough decision as we had several applicants. I would 
like to personally thank the Scholarship Committee for their time and effort. In addi-
tion, the scholarship committee would like to thank everyone that applied. I will follow 
this up with a letter of invite to all parties concerned. The date for the Scholarship 
lunch reception has been set for Wednesday, July 7, 2010. This will be held at the 
HPD OSSO Building, 901 North Loop at Link Road, Houston,Texas. The time 
lunch will be served is at 11:30 a.m. Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
further questions. I may be reached at (832) 605- 3645.    

Congrats..............2010 OSSO Scholarship Winners    

Iris Cassandra Garcia, Raquel Elaine Hernandez, Dolores Ann Lozano, Joshua Jacob Mireles,  

Taylor J Mungia, Gabriela Paz-Sorola, Sarah Rebecca Rivas, Monica Rivera, Andrea Marisa 

Rodriguez, Jessica Haley Stavinoha, Candice Raquel Alfred, Patrick S. Patterson, Rudy Rene 

Puente, Jolyan H. Pyland, Richard R. Reyna.    

Respectfully,  

Dolores " Dee" Leal, HPD OSSO Scholarship Chair  
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From: Dee Leal, Special Events Coordinator 
REF: UPDATES on Special Events, Members Status, Family & Friends. 
Events: HPD OSSO WAS REPRESENTED AT THE ASHLEIGH HEENAN BENEFIT.   
The benefit was successful and we were able to assist the North Shepherd Officer with some funds. 

HPD OSSO WAS REPRESENTED AT THE HARRIS COUNTY DEPUTY ORGANIZATION BENEFIT FOR DEPUTY 
JOHN LAIRD 
The benefit was held at the Community Workers Association Hall, 1730 Jefferson. Deputy Laird was present and very ap-
preciative of all the hard work that went in to his benefit. HCDO President Robert Goerlitz sent out a thank you email to all 
the volunteers.  
HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION MEMORIAL SERVICE & HOUSTON RETIRED POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIA-
TION 
HPOU monthly meeting held Thursday May 6, 2010 
HPOU President Gary Blankenship allowed the HPROA to host the Memorial Service for all the families of the fallen offic-
ers.  HPOU members, Krystal and Nikki handled the food, while HRPOA (Houston Retired Police Officers Association) 
members, Lt Zoch, Sue Gaines, Stephanie Leonard and I prepared the décor and the trifold posters of fallen officers for the 
viewing of the surviving family members. They had quite a turn out.  I proudly represented OSSO and handled the on site 
registration as well. They tri fold photos of fallen officers were displayed beautifully at the front stage along with candles. 
Stephanie and Sue added their decorating touch and made the tables look beautiful. Lt. Zoch was instrumental in proving 

the names for each fallen officer so that we could make the tri fold posters. It was a very successful event.  

VETERANS CEREMONY: 
HPROA members and HPD OSSO Past President, Ignacio Aranda and others went to the IAH Airport to 

greet the Veterans as they arrived. Thanks for representing OSSO Nash. We appreciate and love our mili-

tary and especially our veterans......   

MEXICAN AMERICAN SHERIFF'S ORGANIZATION  STEVEN MARTINEZ BENEFIT  
HPD OSSO President Rosalinda Ybanez, OSSO member Diana Bocanegra and I met with MASO President Alberto 
Rivera, VP Luis Figueroa, family members and friends of Steven Martinez to plan a benefit for Steven Martinez. at 
Spanky's Restaurant 610 & Telephone. The  MASO (Mexican American Sheriff’s Organization) will host the benefit 
on Saturday June 12, 2010 at Palmers Ice House. Check out our website for further details. Tickets for the BBQ are 
available. Contact Linda Ybanez or Diana Bocanegra.   
 NATIONAL HISPANIC PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION: 
NHPO (National Hispanic Professional Organization) will be hosting a Golf Tournament at the Glenbrook Golf 
Course, 8205 N Bayou Dr. on June 14th, 2010.  The contact person will be HPD OSSO Retired Officer Israel Gomez 
832 689-4518. 
 HISPANIC WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP: 
 HWIL (Hispanic Women in Leadership) will be hosting their Gala honoring 100 women on August 25, 2010 at the 

Premier Center, 1811 Little York, Houston, Texas 77093. We will be announcing ticket prices soon for those who 
wish to attend. It will be quite the event. Please contact any HWIL member for further information. Check out the 
website.... 
HPD RETIREMENTS: 
 Congrats out to OSSO Past President, Richard " Rico" Garcia on his recent retirement. The retirement party was 

held at the Omni Hotel Black Swan Night Club Four Riverway Houston, Texas on May 21, 2010. It was awesome for 
those who were able to attend. Good Luck Rico and don't forget OSSO wishes you the best retirement ever. Keep in 
touch and God Bless. 
 Congrats go out to Sgt. Macario Sosa Jr., his wife and family. Mac is a member of the HPD OSSO Scholarship Com-
mittee.  
 Congrats to all the other retirees that I don't have information on..... 

Continued on Page 4 
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HPD OSSO 30TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY PLANS ARE IN PROGRESS: 
 I have already contacted all the OSSO Past Presidents and they are ready to begin working on the upcom-
ing 30th. I am asking that each of the Past Presidents attempt to obtain at least one table sponsor for the 
event. I will have the sponsor request letters out shortly.  I am getting bids on the location and the dates. 
Right now we are looking around September or October 2011. We will need volunteers to participate. This 
is one of our biggest scholarship fund raisers and I will need all the help I can get. The scholarship Com-
mittee will also be responsible for stepping up to the plate to assist in obtaining Sponsors and silent auction 
items for this event. I am asking the membership to join us. After all, this is for you, the membership to en-
joy. Become an active member. Thanks, Dee Leal 832 605 3645   
                                                          
MEMBERS STATUS OR UPDATE: 
 
HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION: 
A VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO THE HPROA FOR ASSISTING OUR OSSO MEMBER WITH THE RIGHT 
WHEEL CHAIR. THANK YOU NELSON. 
 

RETIRED OFFICER STEVE BENAVIDES: 
I have been out of town but in contact by phone daily with our Retired Officer Steve Benavides. I was able 
to get Retired Sgt. N Foehner to assist me in obtaining an extra large wheel chair for Steve. He was very 
happy to receive it. I maintained contact with HRPOA and they were able to deliver the wheel chair to Ste-
ve and it was just right.  I have also been in contact with MD Anderson to try to facilitate his free parking 
and other essentials as requested by him and his wife Donna. Right now please keep Steve in your pray-
ers. He is still undergoing his chemo treatments and the wheel chair will assist him on days he feels real 
weak.  Steve hang in there. We are all praying for you. Keep up with Steve on face book or give him a 
shout at the house. He is not always able to answer as he does not have energy sometimes so please be 
patient if you call and he is not able to answer your call at that time. He will eventually get in contact with 
you. 
  
RETIRED OFFICER LEROY TUTTLE: 
Retired Officer Leroy Tuttle went to the hospital once again and he is back at home. He had to undergo 
another blood transfusion. We are still working on trying to schedule a blood drive in his honor. Anyone in-
terested in helping out please call Dee at 832 605 3645.  
  
RETIRED SGT. ROBERT LUNA: 
Retired Sgt Robert Luna is still struggling with his aches and pains and is using a walker to get around. He 
would love to be contacted by OSSO members who knew him. His wife is doing much better from her back 
surgery. Please don't forget the retirees. A phone call can make all the difference in the world to them.  
  

RETIRED OSSO PAST PRESIDENT JUSTO GARCIA: 
Retired OSSO Past President, Justo Garcia and his family are doing well. I get alot of inquiries about him 
and he sends his thanks. He is back at working and living in San Antonio Texas. 
 
RETIRED SGT. GEORGE RODRIGUEZ: 
Retired HPD Sgt. George Rodriguez is having a rough time with his health and his wife Alida's health. 
Stop by and see them at the Falcon Grocery store when you can or give him a shout and let them know 
you have not forgotten them. They welcome your greetings and especially your prayers. 
 

RETIRED PAST PRESIDENT ISMAEL FLORES: 

Iffy recently had eye surgery again and is doing fine. He is one tough cookie. Keep him and Becky, their family and 

grandchildren in your prayers for good health. 
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But we have new members as well that are showing their dedication, such as Jessica Perez whom I would love to see as a 
board member because this girl is a real go-getter. Our newest board members are Greg Henson and Jeff Gallardo; they are 
getting off to a good start.  I hope to see them flourish in the next year, O.S.S.O. has always been small but has had the 
brightest individuals participate in projects and the running of the organization. Domingo Garcia Special Issues Committee 
Chair who handles all issues of our members at all complaint levels; he is an up and coming but also one of the oldie but 
goodies. Of course, Tony Saldivar our only longtime treasurer, who would like a break by the way. Tony is very cautious with 
O.S.S.O. money and I appreciate that. 
 
There is one O.S.S.O. member who is in a league above us all. I like to call her the energizer bunny, Dee Leal. The person who 
runs all O.S.S.O. extra activities. She cannot be stopped and she is incomparable to all volunteers. No puedes tocarla. Dee is 
the master planner and she doesn’t just work for O.S.S.O., she helps MASO as well (Al has threatened to steal her from me 
but he cant because I appreciate her too much for that).  If Dee Leal were not around there would be no events at all or the 
events would be very few and far in between. Dee plans all the blood drives, she plans and coordinates all social functions 
and fundraisers along with being the master planner of the upcoming O.S.S.O. 30th anniversary. Dee is also the scholarship 
committee Chair and is doing a wonderful job at coordinating that program; she calls it her baby. Dee is involved in many 
other organizations and helps with their functions as well. She is a force to be reckoned with and O.S.S.O. appreciates and 
loves her. Thank you Dee for all your efforts and thanks to all others as well because without you guys, O.S.S.O. could not 
function. 
 
Our board member Steve Benavides has cancer and is currently undergoing chemotherapy treatments and it really looks 
good for him. Don’t forget to call or email him (his information is on the website). He needs encouragement and well wishes. 
Steve has been an icon with O.S.S.O. for many years. He takes care of our building in many ways that we officers who are 
retired cannot. I appreciate all the time Steve puts into our building. He makes sure the lawn gets done and that the trash 
goes out every week along with making sure the trashcans get back in the garage. He calls repair men and meets them at the 
building to make sure they do a thorough job on our building. He gets groceries, drinks, napkins, silverware, toiletries and 
cleaners for the building and he coordinates a once to twice a year spring cleaning of the building. Steve does all those 
things and they easily go unnoticed but I notice Steve and I thank you for all that you do for our O.S.S.O. family.  
 
Please take note of all these names because they are the movers and shakers of O.S.S.O. without them we would not have 
an O.S.S.O. Make sure to Thank them when you see them. For now I’m out of here. Love to all of my members and God-
speed. 
 
Your O.S.S.O. President, 
 

Continued from front page 

Jesse Garza                        04-1981    *    04-1982          Former and Current Presidents of OSSO 

 

Victor Trevino                   04-1982    *    04-1987 

 

Justo Garcia                       04-1987    *    04-1992 

 

Ismael "Iffy" Flores Jr.      04-1992    *    04-1993 

 

Ignacio "Nash" Aranda      04-1993    *    04-2000  

 

Jorge Gaytan                       04-2000    *    04-2002 

 

Richard "Rico" Garcia        04-2002    *    04-2007 

 

Richard "Rick" Rodriguez  04-2007    *    04-2009 

 

Rosalinda "Linda" Ybanez  04-2009    *    Current President       (First Female President In History of OSSO)  


